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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduce ourselves and our roles.  My name is Amy Lyle and I am a social worker in both the Down Syndrome and the Autism & Developmental Disabilities Clinic here at the Waisman Center.  Prior to working at the Waisman Center, I was a case manager in the Children’s Long-Term Support Children’s Waiver and Family Support programs here in Dane County. Good Morning! My name is Julie Hajewski. I am an adult Nurse Practitioner with UW Health, but that is not where my expertise with this topic lies. I am also the mother of a 5 year old little boy named Mikey who happens to be blessed with an extra chromosome. Mikey is a funny, curious little boy. He also happens to be non-verbal - it is this combination of his curiosity and being non-verbal that pose many safety challenges for us as a family. 



WHAT DO WE 
MEAN BY 
“SAFETY?”

• Behavioral Strategies
• Who else needs to 
know?

• ID for your child
• Safety at home
• Safety away from home 
or when traveling

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are many aspects to safety for all of us -- crossing the street, internet safety, knowing how to swim, how do I know when someone is a friend?  For the purposes of today’s talk, we are going to be speaking specifically about wandering and “elopement” - meaning “bolting” or “running away”:behavioral strategies (what are those tools that we can use and teach to help support a child in learning to not wander/run away?)Who else needs to know?  (By this we mean who else should you be talking to about the safety concerns you have for your child)ID for your child (How can children either identify themselves or be identified by others if they become lost)Safety at home -  practical tools you can use to try to prevent your child from leaving your home without your knowledge, to alert you to when your child is leaving or has left an area, and devices that may help you locate your child if they happen to wander off or run away.Safety away from home or when traveling (this could be grandma’s house 2 miles away or a Down Syndrome Association conference in the Dells)



BEHAVIORAL STRATEGIES



EXAMPLES OF BEHAVIORAL STRATEGIES

• Use printable visuals to teach concepts like “stop.”  Place by 
exterior doors and refer to them when teaching.

• Praise enthusiastically when your child stops to wait for an adult or 
caregiver before leaving the house.  TONS of Praise! 

• Use social stories with photos of your home and your child with 
expected behavior like stopping and waiting for an adult before leaving 
the home. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Praise enthusiastically when your child stops to wait for an adult or caregiver before leaving the house.  TONS of Praise! Use social stories with photos of your home and your child with expected behavior like stopping and waiting for an adult before leaving the home.  Read over and over again! 



WHO ELSE NEEDS TO KNOW?

• Provide your contact 
information (cell phone 
number, address, etc.)

• Provide a photo of your 
child to local law 
enforcement, along with 
any helpful information 
specific to your child.

• Include safety concerns in 
IEP



ID FOR YOUR CHILD

• ID bracelets



ID FOR YOUR CHILD - SHOE TAGS

• Shoe tags



SAFETY AT HOME



HOME AND APPLIANCE SAFETY



DOOR AND DOORWAY SAFETY

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So many gate options - have to figure out what works best for your child and environment application.I’m a big fan of a simple pressure gate like the one in the photo - while my son absolutely can climb it and knock it out of a doorway - that clatter gets my attention and gives me enough time to re-direct behavior. I also love how portable they are. 



DOOR HARDWARE & ALARMS

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Nothing is fool-proof. We are trying to slow kids down so that we can keep them safe while we are building the skills for them to better understand. The lock on the far right is portable.  It has been used at grandma’s house, on hotel room doors, doors to basements so that one child couldn’t get access to the water heater that he was fascinated by.  But it’s not fool-proof.  It may slow them down, however.



ONE BACK DOOR - MANY STRATEGIES!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Behavioral Strategy - signsContainment Strategy - Sliding chain lockAlert Strategy - audible door alarm



WINDOWS, ETC. 



TRAVEL SAFETY



CAR SAFETY



TEMPORARY TATTOOS & BRACELETS



PINTEREST VERSION OF TEMPORARY TATTOO

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Write contact information with a Sharpie and cover it with liquid bandage and let it dry.



ELECTRONIC TRACKING



MANY DEVICES ON THE MARKET



GPS TRACKING TECHNOLOGY
Pros
• Widely available

• Wide price range

• Small tag, bracelet, square device 

• Work well most outdoor locations

• Typically “tracked” with a personal 
cell phone

• Rechargeable

• Some versions have “listen in” 
capability

Cons
• Don’t work well indoors

• Most require a monthly data plan

• Not typically waterproof

• Varied battery life on a single charge



RADIO FREQUENCY TRACKING



RADIO FREQUENCY TRACKING TECHNOLOGY
Pros

• Track well indoors and outdoors

• Some offer waterproof function for a 
certain time and/or water depth

• Often more expensive
• Typically used in conjunction with law 

enforcement programs and need 
special device brought in by law 
enforcement to track

• Often use batteries and need regular 
planned replacement

Cons



• Free, downloadable
• Checklist for all aspects of 

safety
• Behavioral strategies
• Sample social stories scripts
• Sample safety plan to share 

with law enforcement

“BE RED-Y” BOOKLET –
WANDERING PREVENTION

Presenter
Presentation Notes
They have versions for caregivers, teachers, and first responders.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Amy can talk about partnership with American Family Children’s Hospital - Kohl’s Safety Center.  Wide variety of safety products available at cost. Car seat fittings, etc.  Recommend setting up an appointment.  
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THANK YOU!
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